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fearful for his own safety, he was surrounded always by an army of spies who reported to him daily the sayings and doings of his entourage. It is said that even when the end of his career came in 1908, and the deputation from Parliament arrived at Yildiz Kiosk to announce to him his deposition in favour of his brother, he received them trembling and weak-kneed. With tearful voice he begged that his life at least might be spared. Even as he spoke his treacherous hand caressed in his pocket the revolver he always carried but was too cowardly to use!
His political methods were underhand yet marked by a curious political astuteness. His motto was divide et impera, as far as Europe was concerned. He always played off one country against another, and he was clever enough to realize that " sick" as Turkey was, it yet could not be allowed to disappear as a political entity. That he was right in this judgment the Peace of Versailles has once more proved. Whatever else goes, Turkey in Europe will remain! In the early days of his reign he was a puppet in the hands of his powerful Minister, Midhat Pasha, an illiterate but capable soldier who had just made his mark as Vali of Baghdad under Abdul Aziz. But the policy of this statesman, which was, nominally at least, one of equality for Mussulman and Christian, did not suit Abdul Hamid, who dreamed of restoring the former absolute power of Turkey by gradually eliminating where possible European and Christian influence and accentuating the Turkish and Mohammedan character of the Ottoman Empire. His methods to this end were drastic and Oriental. They included the removal of obstacles to it, such as Midhat, by private assassination, or, as in the caseCONSTANTINOPLE                127
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